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CARL LEVIN

. | c4- TOT18 -
Wlnifed . Diates Denate —
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310
December 17, 1984 | LEGILATH L
LY

The Honorable William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Director Casey:

Attached are sewveral articles recently published in the Detroit Free Press
which raise many questions about whether U.S. military personnel have been engaged
in activities in Central America to a far greater extent than the public and the
Oongress understand to be the case. Among other allegations, these articles
included a claim that a member of the United States Armed Forces:

"...flew a bunch of trips into Nicaragua...He'd go somewhere and
pick up a group of people in a clearing in the jungle-——armed troops,
speaking Spanish--and take them to another clearing in the jungle
samewhere.”

I would like to request that the Central Intelligence Agency investigate
all of the allegations contained in these articles to determine whether they are
true and whether, if so, the activities described were illegal, were in violation
of the intent of Congress with respect to American activities in Central America,
and/or were in violation of any Executive Branch requlations or Executive Orders.

I also would like to be informed whether any funds and/or personnel of the
Defense Department and/or of the Central Intelligence Agency are being used to
provide, directly or indirectly, military assistance, non-military aid, personnel,
training, logistical support, coordination, and direction to contra forces in any
way, publicly or privately, and/or through any other governmental or non-governmental
department, agency or entity of any type.

In addition, I would like to be informed whether any U.S. personnel have at
any time since January, 1982, crossed the borders of Nicaragua into that nation
and/or violated the airspace or territorial waters of Nicaragua, and if so,
under what conditions and authority and in what capacities.

My thanks in advance for your assistance.

Sincerel

Carl levin

CL/sss
Attachments
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ASK PORCE, irom Page 1A
ng inte actien counter-terrorist
nits, such a8 the Delta Force. .
- !pochl Wﬂr ?m
expand orce
Its ~ those best sulted for secret
tervention in revolutiooary
bas givea the 180th athear ¢t
sald congressionsl and intelli-
ce community souroes.,
One is testing new Army helicopter
equipment and tactics. Anathet, the
sources said, is the lnsertion and ex-
traction of individuals and smali com-
mando units behind enemy lines.

e ‘wanted to do something’
“Death waits in the dark,” Is thelr
s their emblem & hooded warrior

and war it'd be right up his alley,
recalled Matthew Rielly, a
in Oceanside, Calif.

Mark Rielly, oldest of five children,
was & surfer. “He was rowdy,” his
brother said. He otice was picked up by
8 Coast Guard cutter for surfing too
closq to President Richard Nixon's
home at San Clements, just north of
Ocepnsids.

The family figures that Mark Riel.

had been at photes of hisoldest
boy's accideat 5 nf.ht before his bad

The Army's secrecy about Mark's
‘accident, in which his was
reported to be seven nautical miles off

course when it sheared the tops oft

trees and exploded on South Fox Is-
land, bas hls family wondering if the.
government is hiding something.

I
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Secrecy shrouded task force

The 160th Task Force maintains
such secrecy that:
@ A colonel dressed down his under-
lings utthofuunlhomedurln&lurk
‘ Rielly's wake, accusing them of divulg-
ing too much information, Rielly's
family said. The family contends it
knows virtually aothing about the
crash.

@ One task force membder's widow,
Brenda Jordan of Tampe, Fla., had to
file a Freedom of Information Act
request and pay $289 in copying fess to
read the Army's accident report and
account of her husband's desth. The
father of a another dead task force
flier, Capt. Robert Brannum, 28, had to

file & similar request and pay $154.95

foe of his son's UHB0

——

| S -
. Task force fatality rate high

In 1883, 18 members of the 400- to
800-member 160th Task Force died,
reportedly in four ate mon-com-
bat accidents. A ! dled In the
invasion of Grenada while on a mission
the Pentagon will not discuss. That is
nearly ball of the 35 aviation fatalities
suffered by the 780,000-member

A in 1983, according to figures
g:l.n:é:dbym Amy A:fluou Safety
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An lavestigation by the Free Press
Washington of. 160th Task
Foros fatsl accidents suggests at Jeast

First, the unit traing realistically for

|
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. ” — _
caused three deaths ot Pt | on
a clesr day om Ang. 36, 083

D S
bushing con
neor”u to0 Army records, and has led
to & lawsit survivors nst

Vertol Co. of Philadelphis,
makers of the alrcraft and drafters of
its maintenance manual.

This may have besn part of the
unit's do-or-die styls, Childers ssid,
“hut If that's leadership, it's the kind
that Jeads them to fly right into the
gldes of mountains.”
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The tralnse, however, wore one
e surfaced, found an inflat-

| and, when
od Nfeboat with his gear bag and night

-vislon goggles case Imside it. The
trainee was the then-commander of the
Black Hawk company, Maj. Larry

Childers said he saw Sioan's story
improbabls. Minding the inflated raft
kit bag was “s one In a million

* he sald. To find tl.ud:m and
£o88ie case, Childers sald was “a
liion to one shot.”

Asked whether the pile-up of coin-
dences suggested that the accident
might have been faked, Childers quick.

Iyr}el.d.v“l'naouolagwto that
3K

!eg%:

e

DEVEr seen & made-up crash.”

several of the 160th Task

Force's w$, that remains a suspl-
clon: that thelr men really died in

" clandesting combat somewhere and the

Army conspired to keep the secret. The
Free Press Washington Bureau found
B0 svidence of this, though many ques-
tions rem-in
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they were geing and sever talked abowt it with anyone in
any place afterward. When they got together, they slways
_ seeuut':‘:ﬁ‘ ol'l&eirm'::l_;e:'i?&q
~  what you're talking sbeut,’ leughter.”

bout lost and not caming
— and not :Ivhmm:um&
There was 20 question that they were but they'd joke
abut:ahglphehhdﬂem In cass hey got

said it was not like training she kad
ul::;p .w ¢ ng seen during

CHINOOK CO-FIELOT Alvey's father said his son carried
2 Sm antamatic snd that a fellow crewman carried oaa Usl
submachine gun. The soa also drew §8,000 for bribe monsy,
hisfather suid, when he went on Central American missions.

O The stories of she

4

“WNight Soalher;” vho
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Secrecy followed

task force

members to thelr graves

Motto, ‘Death waits in ¢ in the dark came true for some

Detpors free facss
13)13/8
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Second of two parts
By ELLEN WARREN and PRANK GREVE
Free Pross Wathinglen Siatt —_—
WASHINGTON — Near the end, Army helicopter pilot

Tom Crossan was scared, to foel that he wouldn't
live forever after all. sarting

Mm.ltvmhllmmlu Thon.itvmvu one of

the buge, lumbering ch disintegrats in tlantic
wlthﬂvoofm m Hehad':‘mnedwwma
dangerous businses he was in

1“lmun'thllmmtm Cdothu, Cmn

~ wirate in kis last letter to his best aftar s particularly
character.

hairy aperation. *T was sweating like & cartoon

__mumm Chis! Warrant Otficer Thowmas

" Crossan 111, 38, was . $4.2 million g0
machine he was mct lm Mth Fo,
pear Traverse City, Lthe Army

Left behind 8 mlur. s wlto. two kids,

thlthwwhfor 17days,

and the best friend, Bob Bartels, who cried after Crosan

died. -
nms.mduummuw :
among the finest and — by all acoounts —

b~ mﬂm'r“m mxm.:i

’ Stalkers.” The story of Crossan, his comrades and their unit

was pleced together from interviews with relatives, friends,
MN ﬂkﬁﬂu’mmm inf ther and
ight he! rflightis risky. Flying in fcy weather

storms can be gut-wre &Cu jow as possible,
wltmtmoplbnuhln‘thobelyotth licopter, or choppy
a:::m blasting it with saltwater, severely tests pilotsand their
[

The 160th Task Force routinely flew missions in dark.
ness and in storms, using the night and bad weather for
cover and surprise.

One piiot at the unlt'l Ft. Campbell, Ky., base compared .

it to driving down “nmm streets in the dead of night as
fast as you could go with no lights.”
ltuuoﬂnrmryou. perhaps not for anyons. One of the

" nation's to nmmyhucopurum who exam.

ined Mlnlt'lfwl fatal accidents,
calls the llOth’l minmlm program “strocious” and is
highly critical of the high-pressure tralning.
“Am. daredevils, barnstormers, guys who flew
ts, hot rodders, pilots who could tup.
turnit oudlmud put it back down YA
That's what retired Army Col. Charlie Beckwith, then
commander of the elite Delta Force, said he was looking for
to transport his commandos. The 160th is best known for

‘Soe TASK PORCE, Page 23A

| o 4
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Secret task force’s 1983 accidents took 17 lives

a maas of
's 160th Task Force lost 17 Kmmmamwm
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ecret U.D. lole In
Central America

Dead soldiers’ families tell of unit

DE.T ROIT FREE Rze&s
13)16]84
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By. FAANK GRBVE and ELLEN WARREN

Pom Prans Woshbugter Dokt

WASHE -:ubmou:iuu.s‘.tmy

helioopter wnit, vilian clothes ﬂ!h‘l'
vestuwred ly into bostile territory m

Americs (0 ald pro-Amaricas forces, 0 relatives

of ualt members. ' ‘

N downed or eaptured, the relatives sald, the soldiers

were tald to axpect 80 U S. goverament or

Mumtmnrydwmmrmaﬂdu.wmmed
about reporta that the 160th Task Force had been Involved in
Central American missions, !lowwor. he mid, “To my

Wmumhumhploydwww-
“‘" . '

's war with leftist
violats the War Powers Act, Missiens in of rebels
Nicaragua's
wou the congressional ban oa-the use of

| of 4
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AN rom Page 1A ————
tien' “TRAT'S IN the :
W!mmwrwm I M".*::‘“':y-mw
D Ty P S S
f pply | — =-Duly one Alvey, snid & rolative ia the
m&h:WNm

mﬂrgmwhm “ Ciatral Americs.
took place duriag 1962 and 1983, when 3 number of U ’ﬂhmu'. u‘ﬁdmmq‘zﬂt“ht
hllmﬂ%mmmhmmn dehmm aire, seld
was sot possible to R0 any of the unit's assignments *No, a0t to iy " Dut Kook, the administration’s
during 1984. , mhmmmum
The 400- to 800-member wait's 17 aircraft fatalities in B0t be uausual for things 10 be done that | would not
B i T Do ~
¢ hm sppear ] Rep. Bari Hutto, D-Fh.mdaﬂuuum

- . ' ay vericipution by
Alvey of Morganfield, Ky., said, “Don told me that if he ever direct sctien againgt " He adkmowledged
:.'53’ ﬁﬂudhzmﬂ.zumuo:z

plloting crashed 23 miles offshore of Norfolk, Vs. Marine hott rad}
Jm:wx I;mmmmmg t M% | the Army el expem '
X arran y
diéd on Aug. 26, :ku..m wk crash at Pt Mu"mwa?'mlw'mmm&
tions. Though and the
% (in the uait) knew that if they wers lost, Wlumnm.um:m."am"mm”
nobody know,” Jennings said. “They knew that if . Instesd, It to the Joiat Special Operations
they got grounded or caught, they wers on their own.” - Command, overses US
A second woman widowed, reportedly in the Ft. Camp- Commando operations. The Joint tions Com- Z
bell crash, Brends Jordan, sai€ her husband, David, ¢ Wisd, In turs, reports directly to the Joint Chiefs of Staf!
okl tolticer pllot, told her the same story days defors his . AGON aid
eth. PENT r task force’
" 32,0f Tampa, Fla. sald her husband told ber,*lf | Wissions Inciude ferrying inio action the Delta Force, the
ivcfdkllnhucldt;l:ttnlutho‘yullyw!wuaﬁ..toml Al'lAiyulltontl-wr:mm unit,
crash somewhers 'm not supposed to be, ever - A second misslon ia to insert and extract individuals or
believe that I was spying or wasn't working for the Army." sisall commendo uaits invoived in quick-strike, clandesti
attacks behind enemy lines. The m'l'uk Force pla e

JUDY SCHARPMAN, 24, of West Point, lowa, heard & this role in the Grenada invasion, according to
similar m?.'m ber cousin, Specialist 4C Richard remarks . t.: p\\blh
Thompeon, 38, & Black Hawk crewman. The Army said Matariel Development sad Readiness Command.
or:;omm:‘mmuou.mm.m&:mmq.: o trosp level to eveg
har two wesks before hip Geath tast n.mumu'm mmwmm.mmmmm

- }

Alvey, Jennings and man have mever met o " The wnit's " Mr skilled volunteer aviators ... are
discussed the accidents in which their relatives were Wk the best helicopter pliots in the world today,” the
imm. Jennings and Jordan met after they were wid. Flouse Armad Services Committee was told in September
[}

. ‘The Pree Press Washington Bureau got in contact with
survivors of the 17 160th Task Forcs sirmen who dled in
1983. Most sald they knew little about the unit's sscret
missions. Relatives of two airmen disputed accoants of
Central American misslons given by other relatives and
{riends. Current task force members would say almost
nothing. Fines, imprisonment and Joss of rank eaa result
from breaches of security by military personnel.

& oF
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_ '-one time you could tell dams well they had bees ia ¢ fight
Gen. William Moore, deputy chief of staff of the
:ymuy“'for | Moors, deputy ) ha&nsbtdthummm"

DESPTTE TRE 160th Task Force's high fatallty rat, It 1084 tndicated tacs thr CLA
| won the 1083 Outstandiag Avistion Unit of the Year Award  gh . was
from the Army Aviation Adociation of America. 12 sddition e rocaerbas ! Heciic soust.
commando units involved in the pit

%
E
|
i
i

i
I
gg
i

i

favasion, ve dooe snt awful Jot that we can't |
i ahout b tomgh,” ezplined Gen. Kelth, Wio| Rccordity t Defvnes Depariiont retorte o e
presentad the sward, : mw:c’-uwmwmumumm

| " MiBtary regelations geherally Rave barred U.S. unitasad i .

| advisers i Coatral America from combat and imminent N 1ogs and 1988, US. Navy SEAL (Ses-Alr

combet, However, relatives said task force members were commandos trained Salvadoran naval waits to wee pirasha

permitted to fire if fired on. boats to stop guaruasing in the Gulf of Fonseca. That came

Relatives quotad the men as saying they were tralned 0. 15 Jght jn May 1083 when Salvadorsa rebels i Sea
assnssinated

i

Thomas Crossan I11, sald he never talked about hismissions plow wp underwater ol) deli pipelines and coastal

m.uamz::mammum ﬁw&hmmw dm":dmmﬁ
Bt the older Alvey, s Keutucky cattleman and i the raids clelelatara gacind o

tion m:t..:l: he had discusaed several Nicarag

misslons son, Donald. AT THE TIME of the , qQuestions raised
“Don flew a bunch of trips into Nicaragua” befors his poy Houdnrmhudnb?t‘::r:. who chl::.cndit fm

i
:
:
3
;
g
]
g
£
g
£
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a8 though Don had a new assignment.;
“He was kind of vague about the missions,” the father  Donald Alvey may have known the snswer. Whea he
sid. “He'd mwbw&upampofmum crashed offshore of Norfolk, his Chinook was carTying o
u'i&mml ml-. 1sar] ||a\| 1"31 wh 'ﬁuum'?n'tﬁmum&?z&m“ into
] e un me .
and take ¢ §in the jungle 3o "*tluwam.mhhmb«udtwomnﬁ. mlnu

! famiar with the secident.
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